
John
EARLY CHILDHOOD LESSON TEACHER’S GUIDE

 PASSAGE
John 1:1-18

 MEMORY VERSE
“And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as the only 
Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth” ( John 
1:14)

 HYMN
“Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki 
Hymnal

 DOCTRINE
The deity of Christ, the 
personhood of the Trinity, 
the incarnation of Christ, 
Christ as God’s revealer, 
salvation through faith in 
Christ, and believers as 
children of God

CATECHISM 
(FOR MEMORIZATION)
Question: How did God 
create man? 
Answer: God created 
man, male and female, 
after his own image.

LESSON 1 JESUS THE WORD OF GOD

 OUTLINE FOR THE WEEK
Day One
Jesus is the eternal Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Two
Jesus is fully God and fully man. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18 

Day Three
Jesus shows us God. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Four
Jesus is the light of the world. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Five
Jesus is the saving Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18
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DAY ONE
Jesus is the eternal Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Our Bible tells us that Jesus is the Word. The Word helps us to know God. The Bible tells us 
that Jesus was there in the beginning of everything. Jesus was with God when everything was 
created- the heavens, the earth and everything on it. Jesus is eternal; he always was and always 
will be. The Bible tells us Jesus is God. Jesus is not just like God; Jesus is God. Jesus is the eternal 
Word; he has no beginning.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Was Jesus there when everything was created? (Yes, Jesus was there.)
2.	 Is Jesus the eternal Word? (Yes, Jesus is the eternal Word.)
3.	 Is Jesus God? (Yes, Jesus is God.)

FOR KINDERGARTEN
1.	 Was Jesus there when everything was created? (Yes, Jesus was there.)
2.	 Is Jesus the eternal Word? (Yes, Jesus is the eternal Word.)
3.	 Is Jesus like God or is Jesus God? ( Jesus is God)

ACTIVITY
The Word: Have your Bible in your lap so that the children can see it. Hold it up/or point to your 
Bible and tell them this is God’s Word. Have the children bring their two hands together to make 
what looks like a book. Have the children repeat after you. God’s Word is true. Next they take 
two fingers from one hand and go up and down the other hand as if reading a book. Have them 
repeat after you. I learn about God when I read the God’s Word. Next have them repeat after you 
while putting one hand near their ear. I learn about God when I hear God’s Word. Repeat this 
activity if time allows.
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DAY TWO
Jesus is fully God and fully man.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Remember that Jesus is the Word and the Word is God. Jesus did not stop being God when he 
became a human. Jesus is God made flesh. Jesus had flesh just like you and me. Jesus did not 
dwell in a human; he became a human. Jesus is also a member of The Trinity. The Trinity is made 
up of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells us that Jesus came to 
earth as a baby in Bethlehem. Jesus had an earthly mother and father, Mary and Joseph; but Jesus 
was the Son of God. When Jesus came to earth he was born with flesh as a human. Jesus took on 
human nature, but did not sin. Jesus is fully God and fully man.

QUESTIONS
1.	 When Jesus was born as a baby was he fully man? (Yes, Jesus was fully man.)
2.	 Was Jesus still God when he was born? (Yes, Jesus was still God.)
3.	 Is Jesus fully God and fully man? (Yes, Jesus is fully God and fully man.)

FOR KINDERGARTEN
1.	 Is Jesus a member of the Trinity? (Yes. God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.)
2.	 When Jesus was born, as a baby was he fully man? (Yes, Jesus was fully man.)
3.	 Is Jesus fully God and fully man? (Yes, Jesus is fully God and fully man.)

ACTIVITY
The Trinity: Have the children hold up one finger and say God the Father. Leave that finger up and 
add another finger saying God the Son, leave both those fingers up and add a 3rd finger saying 
God the Holy Spirit. Have them wrap these fingers with their other hand saying 3 in one. Repeat 
this activity as time allows.
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DAY THREE
Jesus shows us God.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Jesus came into the world to show us God. Jesus reveals God to us so that we see God’s character. 
We see what God is like in what Jesus says and does. Everything that Jesus did was perfect. He 
showed us how to love and obey God. He shows us God’s love. Jesus teaches us to follow God’s 
will. (God’s plan) Jesus is the Word who reveals God and teaches us about him. No man had ever 
seen God but Jesus, the Son, has shown him to us.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Did Jesus come into the world to show us God? (Yes, Jesus came to show us God.)
2.	 Did Jesus love and obey God? (Yes, Jesus loved and obeyed God.)
3.	 Should we love and obey God too? (Yes, we should love and obey God too.)

FOR KINDERGARTEN
1.	 Did Jesus come into the word to reveal [show] God? (Yes, Jesus reveals [shows] God to us.)
2.	 Did Jesus love and obey God? (Yes, Jesus loved and obeyed God.)
3.	 Should we love and obey God’s will too? (Yes, Jesus is our teacher.)

ACTIVITY
Revealer: act out
Jesus came from heaven’s throne (point to heaven) 
To the earth (point to the ground) move finger from pointing to heaven to pointing to earth 
So we could know God (point to head)
Jesus came from heaven’s throne (point to heaven) 
To the earth (point to the ground) move finger from pointing to heaven to pointing to earth 
So we can love God (cross hands over heart)
Jesus came from heaven’s throne (point to heaven) 
To the earth (point to the ground) move finger from pointing to heaven to pointing to earth 
So we can obey God (Have the children walk in a line as in obeying/ following)
Jesus came from heaven’s throne (point to heaven) 
To the earth (point to the ground) move finger from pointing to heaven to pointing to earth 
So we could know God’s love (open both arms wide like a cross)
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DAY FOUR
Jesus is the light of the world.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
As a candle brings light to a dark place, Jesus brings light to a dark world. Jesus was the light at 
the beginning of creation. Jesus is the light that comes into a world that was dark with sin. The 
world was dark because it did not know God. Jesus is the light that shines in the darkness and 
shows us God. Jesus came to live with mankind to show them God and their need for a Savior. 
Jesus helped us to know God by living a perfect life among men.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Is Jesus the light that came into a dark world? (Yes, Jesus is the light.)
2.	 Does the light that Jesus brings help us to see God? (Yes, the light helps us to see God.)
3.	 Was the world dark because it did not know God? (Yes, the world was dark.)

FOR KINDERGARTEN
1.	 Is Jesus the light that came into a dark world? (Yes, Jesus is the light that came into the 

world.)
2.	 Does the light that Jesus brings help us to see God? (Yes, the light that Jesus brings helps us 

to see God.)
3.	 Was the world dark because it did not know God? (Yes, the world did not know God.)

ACTIVITY
Use whatever light source you have to show how the light makes a difference in the dark.
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DAY FIVE
Jesus is the saving Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Jesus is the saving Word who came into the world to be our light and our Savior. The hearts of 
the people were dark with sin. They did not know God: all mankind needed a perfect Savior. 
That perfect Savior is Jesus. Jesus told the people that he came to save people from their sins 
and bring peace with God, to every kind of person. The rich and the poor, the educated and the 
uneducated, the powerful and the weak, all hear his message of salvation. Jesus, the saving 
Word, is the light that is still shining today. The light shines through God’s Word. It shines when 
people believe in Jesus and share with others what the Bible says about him. The Word of God 
shows us our greatest need: to know God and become his children saved through the grace of 
Jesus.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Is Jesus the saving Word? (Yes, Jesus is the saving Word.)
2.	 Is Jesus the Savior that the world needed? (Yes, Jesus is the Savior.)
3.	 Should people who believe in Jesus tell others about him? (Yes, we should tell others about 

Jesus.)

FOR KINDERGARTEN
1.	 Is Jesus the saving Word? (Yes, Jesus is the saving Word.)
2.	 Did the world need a perfect Savior? (Yes, the world needed Jesus)
3.	 Should people who believe in Jesus tell others about him? (Yes, we should tell others about 

Jesus.)

ACTIVITY
Have the children turn to one another holding up one finger at a time.
Finger one: “Jesus is the eternal Word.” 
Finger two: “Jesus is fully God and fully Man.” 
Finger three: “Jesus shows us God.” 
Finger four: “Jesus is the light of the world.” 
Finger five: “Jesus is the saving Word.”
Repeat if time allows.
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PRIMARY 1-3 LESSON TEACHER’S GUIDE

 PASSAGE
John 1:1-18

 MEMORY VERSE
“And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth” ( John 
1:14).

 HYMN
“Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki 
Hymnal

 DOCTRINE
The deity of Christ, the 
personhood of the Trinity, 
the incarnation of Christ, 
Christ as God’s revealer, 
salvation through faith in 
Christ, and believers as 
children of God

CATECHISM 
(FOR MEMORIZATION)
Question: What is 
forbidden in the first 
commandment? 
Answer: The first 
commandment 
forbids the denying, 
or not worshiping and 
glorifying, the true God 
as God, and our God; and 
the giving of that worship 
and glory to any other, 
which is due to Him 
alone.

LESSON 1: JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD

 OUTLINE FOR THE WEEK
Day One
The Gospel of John was written by the Apostle John for evangelistic 
purposes. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Two
Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is fully God and fully man and has always 
existed. 
Scripture: John 1:1-3

Day Three
Jesus came to reveal God and give mankind the knowledge of his glory 
by living among us as a man. 
Scripture: John 1:1-11

Day Four
Jesus is the divine and revealing Word whom God sent into the world to 
save it. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Five
John’s prologue emphasizes the importance of the Christian witness of 
the gospel and the theme of faith in Jesus. 
Scripture: John 1:10-18
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DAY ONE
The Gospel of John was written by the Apostle John for evangelistic purposes.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Imagine you just found a treasure chest. What do you think might be inside of it? You might 
answer gold or diamonds or other jewels or lots of money. We are about to open a treasure 
chest that has a treasure that is more valuable and more wonderful than any of those things. Our 
treasure chest is the Gospel of John and it is one of the world’s true treasures. In it we will read 
many of the words that have been among the most important to God’s people. It is so simple that 
little children are able to understand it and memorize its words. However, it is also so deep and 
profound that those Christians who are old and dying and have loved the Lord for many years ask 
to hear it as they pass from this world.
Before we open up the treasure chest to see what is inside, it is important for you to know a few 
of the details of the Gospel of John. We will call these details our three “W’s.” Our three W’s are 
really three questions that begin with the letter “W”—who, when, and why. Who wrote the Gospel 
of John, when did he write it, and why did he write it?
Let us begin with our first “W.” Who wrote the Gospel of John? Even though the Gospel does not 
tell us the author’s name we can be pretty confident who it is. At the end of the Gospel the writer 
identifies himself as “the disciple whom Jesus loved” or his “beloved disciple” ( John 21:24). There 
are several interactions recorded in the book between Jesus and his “beloved disciple.” In all of 
these this “beloved disciple” is the Apostle John ( John 13:23; 19:26). So, in answer to our first “W,” 
who wrote the Gospel of John? (Allow children time to answer.)
Our next “W” is when. When was John written? Remember that John was alive when Jesus was 
alive. He was with him as his “beloved disciple.” It is believed that it might have been written as 
late as the A.D. 90s, which would have been within the lifetime of John.
The next “W” is why. Why did John write this Gospel? The answer to this question is quite simple 
because John tells it to us himself! At the very end of the Gospel he says, “These are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life 
in his name” ( John 20:31). He wrote so that people would understand who Jesus was and come 
to faith in him. John was an evangelist and he wrote because he wanted to share a valuable 
treasure—the treasure of the good news about Jesus Christ!

QUESTIONS
1.	 Who wrote the book of John? (The Apostle John wrote the Gospel of John.)
2.	 When did John write this Gospel? (He wrote this Gospel as late as the AD 90s.)
3.	 Why did John write this Gospel? How do you know? (He wrote that people would understand 

who Jesus is and come to saving faith in him. We know this because he tells us.)
4.	 How is God’s Word a more valuable treasure than gold, diamonds, or money? (Answers will 

vary.)
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DAY TWO
Jesus Christ, the Word of God, is fully God and fully man and has always existed.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-3
The Gospel of John begins with a prologue. A prologue is a part at the beginning of a story that 
introduces it. Another word for a prologue is an introduction. In this prologue John tells us about 
the most important ideas of the book. One of the main ideas that John wants to tell us about 
before we begin to read about all that Jesus did while he lived on Earth is that Jesus is God. He is 
the one true God who became truly man. He was a real human just like you are! But he was also 
very different than you are because he was God. He was God and he was man.
John begins with some words that may be very familiar to you: “In the beginning” ( John 1:1). Does 
anyone remember hearing those words before from another part of the Bible? (Allow the children 
time to answer.) Those words are exactly the same as those that begin the whole Bible. That 
first verse says, “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). John 
says here in his Gospel, “In the beginning was the Word” ( John 1:1). John places Jesus where we 
expect God if we know the creation account from Genesis. Jesus is “the Word.” What did the Word 
of God do in the original creation? It accomplished God’s will. In the creation account, God spoke 
and things came into being. When he said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), what happened? The 
Word made light! Jesus, then, is the one who comes to do God’s will on earth, just as he did in the 
original creation. “All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made 
that was made” ( John 1:3). The reason Jesus can do these things is that he is himself God.
Jesus was fully man, but he was also fully God. This idea that Jesus is God is called the doctrine of 
deity. John does not just tell us of how he was born in a stable in Bethlehem to the virgin Mary, 
he gives us a glimpse of Jesus in his eternal existence at the beginning of all things. Listen to 
what he says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God” ( John 1:1). John tells us that when creation “was made” and time and everything that is 
began, Jesus already “was.” He already existed. In the very clearest terms, he states Jesus’ deity 
when he says, “the Word was God” ( John 1:1). John wants to make certain that we understand 
that Jesus, the Word, eternally was and is truly God.
There is one true God. The one true God consists of three persons—the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit. This is the doctrine of the Trinity. John tells us that the Word was “with God,” so 
we know that there are at least two persons involved. From other places in Scripture we know 
that the Holy Spirit is a third divine person. A single person can be by himself, but he is never 
with himself! John says that “the Word” is a divine person: “the Word was with God.” It is hard 
to understand how there can be only one God but three persons in that God. It is so hard to 
understand that we can call it a mystery. However, we know it is true because verses like this 
cause us to believe it. When John speaks of “the Word,” he means God the Son, Jesus Christ. He 
eternally lives in relationship with and does the will of God the Father.

QUESTIONS
1.	 How is Jesus Christ like you? ( Jesus Christ was fully human.) How is Jesus Christ different from 

you? ( Jesus Christ was fully God.)
2.	 Who is the Word? ( Jesus is the Word.) What did the Word of God do in the original creation? (It 

accomplished God’s will. In the creation account, God spoke and things came into being.)
3.	 In this lesson we learned that there is one true God who exists in three persons. What is this 

doctrine called? (This idea is called the doctrine of the Trinity.)
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DAY THREE
Jesus came to reveal God and give mankind the knowledge of his glory by living among us as a 
man.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-11
Remember that yesterday we learned that Jesus is the divine Word. John also emphasizes that 
he is the revealing Word. Imagine you are in a very dark room. What can you see? (Nothing) 
What happens when someone suddenly turns on the light? (Allow the children time to answer.) 
Suddenly you can see everything in the room that was hidden when it was dark. Jesus is like 
that light. John said, “in him was life, and the life was the light of men” ( John 1:4). Light serves 
to reveal, especially when things have been hidden in darkness. John 1:5 says of Jesus, “The light 
shines in the darkness.” This means that Jesus came to reveal God to a world that did not know 
him. Before Christ came, the world was in darkness. It did not know God or his salvation. But then 
the light came! Jesus is that light and he gives mankind the knowledge of the glory of God. He 
reveals God.
Jesus came to reveal God by living among us as a man. This means that if you want to know what 
God is like, then you should look at Jesus. This is John’s emphasis in saying, “The Word became 
flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” ( John 1:14). We have already learned 
several big words for important truths that John is teaching us in just the first few verses of his 
Gospel. Do you remember some of those? (The children may answer Trinity or Deity). This idea of 
the Word of God taking on flesh is another of those important truths and the word we use for it is 
incarnation. Jesus has always existed as the divine Word with the Father. He did not just begin to 
exist when he was born of the Virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem. Rather, that was when he 
took up a true human nature. He did not stop being God at all. Instead, the Son added a human 
nature to himself without losing any of his deity. It was as a man, in the flesh, that Jesus turned 
on the lights for people and revealed God by living among mankind.
Do you remember the tabernacle in the Old Testament? This was the tent in which God dwelt 
among Israel during the time when he brought them out of slavery in Egypt. The tabernacle 
was where he revealed his Word to Moses. God showed his glory to Israel in the Old Testament 
by dwelling among them in the tabernacle. Jesus is doing the same thing! When John says he 
“dwelt” among us it is like saying he “tabernacled” among us! This time the tent or dwelling is a 
human nature. Jesus dwells in the flesh of a human and lives in our world so that he can reveal 
God’s glory to the entire world. God has become man! In the Old Testament tabernacle God’s glory 
was revealed with a cloud of fire and smoke. Now, more perfectly, Jesus reveals God’s glory in his 
perfect character, his wonderful teaching and his mighty acts of healing and saving grace.
Jesus says later in John, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” ( John 14:9). Because he 
is God, Jesus reveals God. That does not mean that everyone is saved simply because Jesus has 
come into the world. Many people rejected him. However, the message of salvation comes to 
every kind of person. Jesus is God’s Word for the educated and the uneducated. Jesus is God’s 
Word for the rich and the poor. Jesus is God’s Word for Jews and Gentiles. It does not matter who 
you are or what your background is. Jesus is the light who came into the darkness of this world to 
shine the saving truth about God to you.
Not everyone in Jesus’s day was happy to have his light revealing the truth about God. They hated 
and rejected the light that God had shined into our world. Listen to how John said it, “He was in 
the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his 
own, and his own people did not receive him” ( John 1:10-11). They willfully rejected God’s light 
because of the darkness of sinful desires. If we read John’s Gospel and do not receive Jesus in 
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faith, this only shows how great is the darkness within us! What could be more condemning that 
to hate and reject the light that God has shined into our world?

QUESTIONS
1.	 How does Jesus reveal God? (He revealed God by living among people as a man. Jesus is the 

light that makes it possible for people to see the glory of God.)
2.	 What does the word “incarnation” mean? (God the Son added a human nature to himself 

without losing any of his deity.)
3.	 How does the Old Testament account of the tabernacle help us understand Jesus’ becoming a 

man and living among us? ( Jesus dwells in the flesh of a human and lives in our world so that 
he can reveal God’s glory to the entire world just as God showed his glory to Israel in the Old 
Testament by dwelling among them in the tabernacle.)

DAY FOUR
Jesus is the divine and revealing Word whom God sent into the world to save it.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
So far we have seen how John’s prologue introduces Jesus as the divine Word and the revealing 
Word. Finally, he introduces him as the saving Word. John says later that “Jesus is the Christ, the 
Son of God” ( John 20:31). Christ means Messiah, or Savior. Jesus, the divine and revealing Word, 
also came into the world to be the saving Word.
Remember how John called Jesus “the Word” in his first verse? “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” ( John 1:1). We have already talked about 
how his statement that Jesus is “the Word” points back to his presence with God when creation 
“was made” and time and everything that is began. But to John’s Greek-speaking readers it 
would have meant even more than that! The word that John uses is Logos and it was one of the 
most important words in Greek philosophy. It did mean “the Word” as we have said, but it also 
meant “the reason” for why things are and “the solution” to our problems. The Greek philosophers 
wanted to know the reason for everything. Why do the stars follow their course in the sky? What 
controls the seasons? What is the purpose of the world? Who designs human events? The answer 
to these questions was Logos, which our English Bible translates as “the Word.” One of their 
philosophers had said that maybe someday God would send a Word, “a Logos,” who would be 
the answer to the mysteries and would make everything plain. John used this idea to explain to 
them who Jesus was. He reminded them that they had been looking for this Logos of God. Their 
philosophers had been occupied with these questions. John tells them that that the Logos of God 
has come to earth as a man. He wants them to understand that Jesus makes life make sense.
In the same way, Jesus came into the world knowing how to fix it, for the simple reason that he 
made it. However, he did not just come to do a little tinkering. Jesus fixed the world by shedding 
his own blood for our sins, And instead of presenting us a bill, he offers us the free gift of eternal 
life through faith in him. This is God Word—God’s answer and reason—that is revealed through 
Jesus Christ. He is the saving Word whom God sent into the world to be our light.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Why was Logos or “the Word” such an important word to John’s original Greek-speaking 

audience? (It meant “the reason” for why things are and “the solution” to our problems.)
2.	 How did Jesus know how to fix the world? (He knew how to fix the world because he made 

it.)
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3.	 How did Jesus fix the world? (He fixed the world by shedding his own blood for our sin.)
4.	 How does believing Jesus and studying his Word help us to understand all of life better? 

(Answers will vary.)

DAY FIVE
John’s prologue emphasizes the importance of the Christian witness of the gospel and the theme 
of faith in Jesus.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:10-18
John has presented Jesus to us as the divine, revealing, and saving Word in his prologue. However, 
he also uses this introduction to emphasize two of the most important themes that we will see 
again and again in John’s Gospel. One of them is the importance of the Christian witness to Christ 
and his gospel.
You might one remember our third “W” was “why” John wrote this Gospel. We said that John 
himself gave us the answer. He said, “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name” ( John 20:31). He wrote 
so that people would understand who Jesus was and come to faith in him. John was an evangelist 
and he wrote because he wanted the light of Christ to shine because he knew he was the saving 
Word. In the prologue John gives us an example of the testimony of a believer named John the 
Baptist. He says, “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, 
to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness about the light” ( John 1:6-8). John the Baptist was not the Savior and he 
knew it. He did not want to tell people about himself and what he was doing. Rather, he told 
them who Jesus is and how Jesus saves by dying for our sins on the cross. This is what it means to 
be a witness for Jesus: to tell others what the Bible says about Jesus with the prayer that they will 
believe in him and be saved.
A second and even more important theme in the Gospel of John is the theme of faith in Jesus. 
How do we receive the salvation that Jesus brought into the world? In order to do that, it is 
necessary to believe the Bible’s testimony about Jesus and to personally trust in him. John 1:10-11 
tells us of a great tragedy, “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him” ( John 1:10-
11). The Savior came, but the world rejected him and refused to receive him. Even though that 
is tragic, Christ still saves his people. John tells us the good news of salvation in the verses that 
immediately follow the bad news: “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh 
nor of the will of man, but of God” ( John 1:12-13).
John says that those who believe the message about Jesus and receive him are born again. We 
were all born one time and we call that natural birth. To be “born of God” is a second birth. It is 
“not of blood” and it is not by our own will or decision. It is the free gift of God’s grace. In these 
first eighteen verses of his Gospel, John calls you not only to read and learn about Jesus. Do not 
just know things about him! Instead, you must receive him as God’s Son. Receive him as the 
“Word” who brings forgiveness and new life. Our greatest need is to know God and become his 
children through the grace of Jesus Christ.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Why is it important to tell others about Jesus? (Answers will vary but encourage children that 

the reason it is important is that others may believe in Jesus and be saved.)
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2.	 What does it mean to be born of God? (To be born of God is to believe the message about 
Jesus and receive him.)

3.	 Have you received Jesus? Will you share with the class how that happened? (Allow one or two 
children to share their testimonies with the class if there are several who are willing.)
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John
PRIMARY 4-6 LESSON TEACHER’S GUIDE

 PASSAGE
John 1:1-18

 MEMORY VERSE
“And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full 
of grace and truth” ( John 
1:14).

 HYMN
“Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki 
Hymnal

 DOCTRINE
The deity of Christ, the 
personhood of the Trinity, 
the incarnation of Christ, 
Christ as God’s revealer, 
salvation through faith in 
Christ, and believers as 
children of God

CATECHISM 
(FOR MEMORIZATION)
Question: What is 
forbidden in the first 
commandment? 
Answer: The first 
commandment 
forbids the denying, 
or not worshiping and 
glorifying, the true God 
as God, and our God; and 
the giving of that worship 
and glory to any other, 
which is due to Him 
alone.

LESSON 1: JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD

 OUTLINE FOR THE WEEK
Day One
Jesus is the Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1

Day Two
Jesus is God the Son, a person of the Trinity. 
Scripture: John 1:1-5

Day Three
Jesus became man—the incarnation. 
Scripture: John 1:1-15

Day Four
Jesus revealed the character of God. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Five
Jesus brought salvation, the right to be children of God. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

SUGGESTED OR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
1.	 John talks about the contrast between darkness and light in this 

passage. What are some ways that the Bible uses these terms in 
other passages? (Have students look up references.)

	 Genesis 1:2 – Before creation, darkness covered the deep.
	 Genesis 1:3-4 – God created light and saw that it was good.
	 2 Samuel 22:29 – God is my lamp and lightens my darkness.
	 Psalm 4:6 – Who will show us some good? Lift up the light of your 

face upon us, O Lord!
	 Psalm 27:1 – The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I 

fear?
	 Psalm 56:13 – You have delivered my soul from death, yes, my feet 

from falling, that I may walk before God in the light of life.
	 Psalm 119:105 – Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my 

path.
	 Isaiah 9:2 – The people who walked in darkness have seen a great 

light; those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, on them has light 
shined.
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	 Isaiah 49:6 – I will make you as a light for the nations, that my salvation may reach to the 
ends of the earth.

	 John 8:12 – Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in 
darkness, but will have the light of life.”

	 Romans 1:21 – People who did not honor God became futile in their thinking and their foolish 
hearts were darkened.

	 2 Corinthians 6:14 – Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers, for what fellowship does 
light have with darkness?

	 Ephesians 5:8 – At one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as 
children of light.

	 1 Peter 2:9 – You are a chosen race, . . .a people for his own possession, that you may proclaim 
the excellencies of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.

	 1 John 1:5 – God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.
	 1 John 2:10-11 – Whoever loves his brother abides in the light. But whoever hates his brother is 

in the darkness and walks in the darkness, and does not know where he is going, because the 
darkness has blinded his eyes.

	 Revelation 22:5 – Night will be no more. They will need no light or lamp or sun, for the Lord 
God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

DAY ONE
Jesus is the Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1
Matthew, Mark and Luke had already written their Gospel accounts for the church when John 
wrote down his own memories of Jesus’ life and teaching. There were more things to be said 
about the Lord’s days on earth! The good news about Jesus was spreading among non-Jewish 
people, and John wanted to tell his account in terms that those Greek-speakers would understand 
and believe. In John 20:31 he tells us why he wrote it: “. . . these are written so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his 
name.”
Because John was not writing primarily for Jews, who had long been waiting for their Messiah, he 
did not begin his account with Jesus’ birth as a baby like Matthew and Luke had done. Instead, for 
his Greek readers, he began all the way back at the beginning, even before creation. He wanted 
them—and us—to know that Jesus already existed before our earth ever began. Jesus always was, 
because he is God. He was with God the Father; he himself is God the Son.
The name that John used for Jesus was “the Word.” By saying, “In the beginning was the Word,” 
he takes our minds back to Genesis 1:1, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the 
earth.” How did God create? He spoke words: “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), “Let there be an 
expanse in the midst of the waters” (Genesis 1:6), “Let the dry land appear” (Genesis 1:9), and on 
and on. And all the things he spoke about came into being—light, land, trees, fish, animals, man. 
Throughout the Bible, God’s Word reveals his character and accomplishes his will. In this first verse 
of his Gospel, John is giving his readers a big hint: they are going to learn about a divine Person 
who carries out God the Father’s will and shows his true character. It is astounding news—the 
man Jesus is actually and eternally God!
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QUESTIONS
1.	 Why did John write his Gospel? (He wanted people—especially non-Jewish Greeks—to know 

about Jesus, believe in him, and have eternal life.)
2.	 What special name does John use for Jesus? (The Word)
3.	 When John began his book, “In the beginning was the Word,” what did he want us to think 

about? (Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” Jesus the Word 
was there in the beginning, too. He was with God and was God.)

4.	 Psalm 33:6 says, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.” How does Genesis 1 
say that creation happened? (God said, “Let there be. . .” and things came into existence. He 
spoke words.)

5.	 When John calls Jesus “the Word,” what does this say about Jesus? (He reveals God, he helps 
us to know God the Father, he was involved in creation, he carries out God’s will, etc.)

DAY TWO
Jesus is God the Son, a person of the Trinity.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-5
The Bible teaches that there is one God. Deuteronomy 6:4 says, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, 
the Lord is one.” But the Bible also teaches that God exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit. The Trinity (which means “three-ness” in Latin) is one of the great mysteries of 
the Bible. It is hard to get our heads around God being one in one sense and three in another, but 
we know that it is true because the Bible speaks of each of the three persons of God in so many 
passages.
In John 1:1-2, John writes that the Word, Jesus, was both with God and he was God. John is 
emphasizing that the Word was distinct from God the Father, but that he fully shared that same 
essence of God-ness. Back in Genesis 1, we learned that God created the heavens and the 
earth and everything that fills them. In John 1:3, we learn that the Word also was present in the 
beginning and that everything was created through him. John is saying again in another way that 
Jesus, the Word, was truly God because God alone could create all things.
As God, Jesus the Word contained life in himself, and he could give life to all the creatures that he 
made. But not only did he give physical life and physical light when he was involved in creation; 
he also brought spiritual life and light to men. He came into the world as the man Jesus to reveal 
God to a world that did not know him. People were in darkness because they did not know God or 
his salvation. But Jesus came as light to display God’s truth and grace.
And, because he is God, Jesus the Word is so powerful that the spiritual life and light that he gives 
to men and women, boys and girls, cannot be defeated by any force in the universe. Nothing can 
overcome it!

QUESTIONS
1.	 What is the Trinity? (God is one, but is three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.)
2.	 In what ways does this passage tell us that Jesus is God? (He was in the beginning. He “was 

God.” He created all things. He contained life. He gave life to men.)
3.	 There was physical darkness before God created the heavens and the earth (Genesis 1:2). 

Our passage says that there was another kind of darkness before Jesus came. What kind of 
darkness do you think that was? (People were in darkness because they did not know God or 
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his salvation.)
4.	 Can anything in the world stomp out God’s truth or defeat his power? (No!)

DAY THREE
Jesus became man—the incarnation.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-15
Remember that John was writing primarily for Greek readers. Greeks were familiar with the term, 
“the Word.” In their philosophy it meant a reason for the way things are in life. They hoped that 
someday a Word would come that would solve all of the mysteries of life. Perhaps John’s Greek 
readers were not too surprised when he began his Gospel talking about a Word who was in the 
beginning of time and was God. But they must have been very surprised at what came next. John 
said that not only was the Word that they had been looking for God himself, but also he had come 
to earth as a man. John said the Word had lived among them; they had seen him and known him. 
And those eyewitnesses had been amazed!
The Word, God the Son, became a flesh and blood man through the virgin birth in Bethlehem. 
Yet he did not stop being God. Jesus had two natures at the same time, both God and man. We 
call this the incarnation. Like the Trinity, it is a great mystery. How can Jesus be the God who 
knows everything and cannot die, and yet also a man who learns things and dies on the cross? 
We cannot understand this completely but we believe it because God’s Word, the Bible, reveals it. 
And we are thankful because Jesus is the exact Savior we need—completely God like the Father 
and completely human like us. Jesus came to live among us in order to reveal God to us and to 
bring us the light of his salvation.
When John wrote that Jesus “dwelt among us” (v.14), he used a word in Greek that refers to the 
tabernacle in the Old Testament. That was the tent in which God dwelt among the Israelites 
during the exodus and where he revealed his Word to Moses. John is saying that just as God 
showed his glory to Israel by dwelling among them in the tabernacle, so Jesus revealed God’s 
glory to the whole world by taking on human nature as his “tent” and living in our world. God 
became man to reveal the light of his glory to a world that was walking in darkness.

QUESTIONS
1.	 What were the Greeks looking for in “the Word?” (They were looking for some power that 

would reveal a reason for all of the mysteries of life.)
2.	 What was surprising about the Word who actually came? (He was God, and he was the man 

Jesus.)
3.	 What is the incarnation? (God was born in the flesh as a man. He was both fully God and fully 

man.)
4.	 John said that he and others had been eyewitnesses to Jesus’ life. Why are eyewitnesses 

important? (They tell what actually happened, not just what was told to them. Their testimony 
is more accurate.)

5.	 What does the phrase, “dwelt among us,” refer to? (It refers to the Old Testament tabernacle, 
when God dwelt among the Israelites in a tent.)
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DAY FOUR
Jesus revealed the character of God.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
No one knows a father as well as a son who has lived with him for many, many, many, many 
years. John tells us that is true of God. None of us has ever seen God the Father, but God the 
Son—who has lived with him through all eternity—knows him completely. And he came to earth 
so that we can know him, too.
Jesus revealed God’s glory, his awesomeness, all that makes God worthy of praise and worship. 
In the Old Testament when God was dwelling among the Israelites in the tabernacle, his glory 
was seen in the cloud of fire and smoke that covered the tabernacle (Exodus 40:34-38). When 
Jesus came, he revealed much more of God’s glory. He revealed God’s glory through his perfect 
character, his wonderful teaching, and his mighty acts of healing and saving grace. He showed us 
God’s power to calm storms, to overpower demons, to forgive sin. He displayed God’s compassion 
and his faithfulness and his righteous judgment.
Long ago God made a covenant, an agreement, with the people he had created. Through Moses, 
he gave them laws that they were to obey in order to receive his blessing. But his people broke 
the agreement. They rebelled against God and, in their sin, chose to live to please themselves 
rather than him. They did not worship him with their hearts. They did not recognize God’s grace—
that he was offering them a gift of salvation. Now, John says, Jesus has come to completely reveal 
God’s grace and truth. He has come to bring salvation. In this Gospel, John calls us to receive Jesus 
as God’s Son and as the Word who brings forgiveness of our sins and new life as children of God. 
Remember the reason he wrote for his Greek readers. It is the same reason for those of us who 
read his book today: “. . .so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that 
by believing you may have life in his name” ( John 20:31).

QUESTIONS
1. 	 Why can we trust everything that Jesus tells us about God? (He is God the Son. He lived with 

God the Father for all eternity. He is the only one who has ever seen God.)
2. 	 How did God reveal his glory when he dwelt among the Israelites in the tabernacle? (He 

covered the tabernacle with cloud by day and fire by night.)
3.	 How did God reveal his glory through Jesus the Word, his Son? (Many answers are possible, 

reflecting Jesus’ character, teaching, and mighty acts, especially his power to forgive sin.)
4.	 God had already made a covenant with his people when he gave the law to Moses. So why 

did he need to send his Son? (The people had broken the covenant. They had rebelled against 
God and chosen to live in sin and darkness. Jesus came to reveal God more fully and to bring 
salvation from the penalty for our sins.)
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DAY FIVE
Jesus brought salvation, the right to be children of God.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
Jesus came to earth as the Word not only to give people information about God the Father and 
the Holy Spirit. He also came as the Word to carry out God’s will by giving his own life to take the 
penalty for our sins. And he came as the Word of power to give people the gift of faith to receive 
salvation and become children of God. No longer would those people who received him—who 
believed that he was the Son of God—walk in darkness. Now and forever, they would walk in the 
light of God.
Sadly, even though Jesus came on such an earth-shaking mission, many people rejected him and 
his message. Jesus was born as a Jew. He was the Jewish people’s long-awaited Messiah, their 
promised Savior. They were his own people (v. 11), but most of them did not recognize him for 
who he was. Because of their unbelief, they did not receive him but rather turned away. This is 
still true today—many people refuse to receive Jesus in faith, preferring to stay in the darkness of 
their sin and rebellion against God. John writes later, in 3:19, “This is the judgment: the light has 
come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their works 
were evil.”
But some did believe. John the disciple, who wrote this Gospel, believed. John the Baptist, the 
man sent from God as a witness (v. 6-8), believed. We will meet many more believers in the 
pages of John’s Gospel. They received grace to have faith in Jesus as the Son of God. And all who 
believed received a great privilege; they became children of God through a new spiritual birth. 
Have you received Jesus by believing in him and trusting him to be your Savior? Have you become 
a child of God?

QUESTIONS
1.	 What gifts does Jesus give? (He showed us God. He gave his life. He gives faith. He gives 

salvation. He gives the right to become children of God. He gives light.)
2.	 Why do some people reject Jesus? (They do not believe he is the Son of God. They do not 

want to give up their sin. They rebel against God, wanting to rule their own lives. They do not 
have faith.)

3.	 John the Baptist believed Jesus was the Son of God and witnessed about him. He told people 
who Jesus was. Can you name people who have witnessed to you about Jesus? (Answers will 
vary.)

4.	 How do you get to be a “child of God”? (It is a gift from Jesus for all who believe in him as the 
Son of God. It is like being born spiritually into God’s own forever family.)

5.	 Have you received Jesus by believing in him and trusting him to be your Savior? (Answers will 
vary.)
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JUNIOR SECONDARY SCHOOL LESSON TEACHER’S GUIDE

 PASSAGE
John 1:1-18

 MEMORY VERSE
“And the Word became 
flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of 
grace and truth” ( John 1:14).

 HYMN
“Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki 
Hymnal

 DOCTRINE
The deity of Christ, the 
personhood of the Trinity, 
the incarnation of Christ, 
Christ as God’s revealer, 
salvation through faith in 
Christ, and believers as 
children of God.

CATECHISM 
(FOR MEMORIZATION)
Question: What is 
forbidden in the first 
commandment? 
Answer: The first 
commandment 
forbids the denying, 
or not worshiping and 
glorifying, the true God 
as God, and our God; and 
the giving of that worship 
and glory to any other, 
which is due to Him 
alone.

LESSON 1: JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD

 OUTLINE FOR THE WEEK
Day One
The Gospel of John was written by an eyewitness and disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to reveal Jesus as God’s Son. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Two
Jesus Christ is the divine Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Three
Jesus Christ is the revealing Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Four
Jesus Christ is the saving Word. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

Day Five
Those who are born again receive Jesus as the Son of God and Savior 
and are to be his witnesses. 
Scripture: John 1:1-18

SUGGESTED OR OPTIONAL ACTIVITIES
Practice being a witness by telling another person in your classroom/
home about Jesus.
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DAY ONE
The Gospel of John was written by an eyewitness and disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ to reveal 
Jesus as God’s Son.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
What do you treasure? The Gospel of John is one of the world’s true treasures. It contains many 
of the sayings most memorable and blessed to God’s people. John is so simple that children 
memorize their first verses from its pages and so profound that dying adults ask to hear it as they 
pass from this world.
This Gospel does not give the author’s name but we can be sure who wrote it because of the 
evidence we find in it. John claims to be written by an eyewitness and disciple of Jesus ( John 
21:24). Its author identifies himself as Jesus’ “beloved disciple,” who is the apostle John ( John 
13:23; 19:26). The early church believed John wrote this Gospel. Irenaeus, who was a second 
century bishop, knew people who personally knew John, and he writes that John “the disciple of 
the Lord,” wrote this Gospel in Ephesus. Most scholars believe that John wrote perhaps as late 
as the A.D. 90’s to provide material missing from the other three Gospels and to complement 
them with a “spiritual gospel” (Eusebius, 1965, p. 192). Moreover, as Christianity spread beyond its 
original Jewish bounds, John wrote to make the Christian message more accessible to the Greek 
mind. John himself tells us that his primary purpose was evangelistic: “These are written that you 
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his 
name” ( John 20:31).
John’s Gospel begins with a prologue ( John 1:1-18) which introduces Jesus as God’s Son and 
presents the main themes of this book. Like the other Gospel writers, John wants us to 
understand that Jesus is God made flesh—the very God who became truly man. Matthew 
and Luke approached this doctrine by explaining the virgin birth. But John gives a theological 
explanation for Jesus’ coming into the world, beginning with his eternal origin before the creation 
of all things: “In the beginning was the Word” ( John 1:1).

QUESTIONS
1.	 Why do you think the apostle John did not give his name in the Gospel? (In humility John does 

not call attention to himself, but points to Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God, so that people 
might believe in him. See John 3:30 and Philippians 2: 3-11)

2.	  How is this an example for us today? (We too should be humble, not calling attention to 
ourselves but pointing people to the Lord Jesus Christ so that they might believe in him. We 
have no power to save, change lives, or fix people’s problems. . .)

3.	 What is John’s primary purpose of writing this Gospel? (See John 20:31, “These are written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life 
in his name”.) Why is this purpose important to remember as we study the Gospel of John? 
(It will impact our understanding of the Gospel, will cause us to look at Jesus and understand 
who he is, why he came, what he has done for his people.)
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DAY TWO
Jesus Christ is the divine Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
John begins his Gospel by declaring Jesus as the divine Word. This is the same way the Old 
Testament begins: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). John 
places Jesus where we expect God: “In the beginning, God;” “In the beginning was the Word.” By 
describing Jesus as “the Word,” John emphasizes that Jesus is the one who comes into the world 
to reveal God. Also, throughout the Bible, God’s Word accomplishes God’s will. In the creation 
account, God spoke and things came into existence. He said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), 
and the Word made light. Jesus, then, is the one who comes to do God’s will on earth, just as he 
did in the original creation. John writes: “All things were made through him, and without him was 
not anything made that was made” ( John 1:3). The reason Jesus can do these things is that he is 
himself God.
John emphasizes that Jesus is fully God by showing his eternal origin, before creation into eternity. 
John gives us a glimpse of Jesus in his eternal existence at the beginning of all things. “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God” ( John 1:1). John 
tells us that when creation “was made” and time and matter began, Jesus already “was.” In the 
clearest terms, he states Jesus’ deity: “the Word was God” ( John 1:1), not “a god”, or a god-like 
creature. Jesus, the Word, eternally was and is truly God.
John also emphasizes the distinct personhood of Jesus. He adds, “the Word was with God” ( John 
1:2), that is, he is a distinct person with a relationship to God. The Bible teaches that there is 
one God in three persons (this is the doctrine of the Trinity). Some false teachers state instead 
that God is only one person, who shows or reveals himself in different ways: Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit. But John says that the Word was “with God,” which means that there are two persons 
involved (the Bible also shows the Holy Spirit as a third divine person). A single person can be by 
himself, but he is never with himself! In this way, John insists that “the Word” is a distinct divine 
person: “the Word was with God.” It is hard to understand how there can be only one God but 
three distinct persons in that God, but it is verses like this that cause us to believe it. When John 
speaks of “the Word,” he means God the Son, Jesus Christ, who eternally lives in relationship with 
and does the will of God the Father.
While John 1:1-3 provides an important statement of Jesus’ deity, the Bible’s teaching of this 
doctrine does not rely only on these verses. In John 1:18, the apostle states this truth again, 
describing Jesus as “the only God who is at the Father’s side.” At the end of the Gospel, John 
explained what we must believe about Jesus to be saved: “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of 
God” ( John 20:31). Christians must believe in the full deity of Jesus. Thus when Thomas stopped 
doubting and believed in Jesus after his resurrection, Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my 
God!” ( John 20:28). This is the Christian confession, which John wants to make clear at the very 
beginning of his Gospel. Jesus is not merely God-like, but he is God the Son, eternally blessed in 
fellowship with God the Father.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Read Genesis 1:1 and John 1:1-3, 10, 14, 18. What do these verses teach about who Jesus is? 

(Eternal origin, creator, separate person, second person of Trinity, came in flesh—incarnate, full 
of grace and truth, makes God known-reveals God. . .)

2.	 Why is it vital to know that Jesus is fully God, and not “a god” or just god-like? What other 
proofs can you find from the Bible to show that Jesus is truly God? (Because he reveals God 
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and he does God’s will; if he were not God he could not be our Savior and resurrected Lord, 
he could not do the work for which God sent him; upon this all other truths about Jesus rest. 
Other proofs: see miracles, power over Satan—casting out demons, power over nature—
calming storm; power over sin Luke 7:47-50), power over death—raising Lazarus and the 
resurrection. . .)

3.	 Who do you believe Jesus is? Is what you believe the same as God reveals Jesus to be in his 
Word? What difference is the truth about Jesus making in your daily life? What will you do to 
know the Lord Jesus Christ better? (Answers will vary. Do: study his Word—looking to see who 
Jesus is, what he has done and is doing, who I am and what I am to believe about him, how I 
am to live like him, ask Jesus to help me know him better. . .)

DAY THREE
Jesus Christ is the revealing Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
John also emphasizes that Jesus is the revealing Word. John said, “In him was life, and the life was 
the light of men” ( John 1:4). Light serves to reveal, especially when things have been hidden in 
darkness. John 1:5 says of Jesus, “The light shines in the darkness.” This means that Jesus came to 
reveal God to a world that did not know him. Before Christ came, the world was in darkness, not 
knowing God or his salvation. But Jesus came as a light, to give mankind the knowledge of the 
glory of God. Because only Jesus comes from heaven, he is the only true and perfect revelation 
of God; “No one has ever seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him 
known” ( John 1:18).
Jesus came to reveal God by living among us as a man. John says, “The Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” ( John 1:14). This refers to the incarnation of 
Christ. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem. But he did not come into 
existence then, having always been the divine Word with the Father. Rather, in Jesus’ virgin birth, 
the eternal Son of God took up a true human nature. Christ’s incarnation means that God the Son 
added a human nature to himself without losing any of his deity. Paul says, “In him the whole 
fullness of the deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). It was therefore as a man, in the flesh, that 
Jesus revealed God by living among mankind. Jesus reveals God’s glory in his perfect character, 
his wonderful teaching, and his mighty acts of healing and saving grace. Later in the Gospel, 
Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” ( John14:9). Because he is God, Jesus 
reveals God. Moreover, Jesus possesses the power of God’s grace actually to enable sinners to 
believe. This is why John says, “we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, 
full of grace and truth” ( John 1:14), and “the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ” ( John 1:17). Jesus not only provides us with information about God, but he 
grants grace, through faith, to know God and be saved.
John further emphasizes that Jesus revealed God to the entire world. He says that Jesus is the 
light that “enlightens everyone” ( John 1:9). This does not mean, however, that everyone is saved 
simply because Jesus has come into the world. Sadly, the record of this Gospel will show that 
many people, even among Jesus’ fellow Jews, who possessed the Old Testament and its pictures 
of Jesus, actually rejected him. Nonetheless, Jesus really did come to reveal the Father to the 
whole world. John means by this that Jesus brings the message of salvation to every kind of 
person no matter their race, tribe, language, gender, or social status. Jesus came to reveal God to 
the educated and uneducated, the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to the weak, and to 
both the Jews and to the Gentiles. No matter who you are or what your background is, Jesus is the 
light who came into the darkness of this world to shine the saving truth about God to you.
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It is a great tragedy when people reject the light of Jesus, but John tells us that this happened 
in the past and will continue to happen now: “He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him” ( John 1:10-11). Notice that the reason people “did not know” Jesus is that they “did 
not receive him.” People willfully rejected God’s light because of the darkness of their sinful 
desires. John’s Gospel will show that the opposition to Jesus was so intense that the religious 
leaders of his day did everything they could to keep that light from shining. Finally, they crucified 
Jesus in order to put out his light. But because of his deity, this failed. John says, “The light shines 
in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” ( John 1:5). John’s Gospel teaches that 
nothing is more revealing about this world than how it responded to Jesus. But the same is true 
of each individual. If we read John’s Gospel and do not receive Jesus in faith, this only shows how 
great is the darkness within us! What could be more condemning than to hate and reject the light 
that God has shined into our world? To reject Jesus is to reject God, and therefore to come under 
God’s judgment for rebellious unbelief.

QUESTIONS
1.	 John the Baptist was “a witness about the light” ( John 1:7) who was sent by God. Who does 

God send today to witness about Jesus? How can you follow John’s example in shining Christ’s 
light into the dark world? What will you say about Jesus? (Answers will vary. Missionaries, 
pastors, all believers. . .See Matthew 28:18-20)

2.	 As “the Word,” Jesus reveals God to the world. Talk about the way Jesus lived, the way he 
treated people, and his reverence for his heavenly Father. What does this show us about God? 
How might you use Jesus’ example to help other people know what God is like? (Answers will 
vary.)

3.	 Why do you think so many Jewish people of Jesus’ day rejected him? What does the light do 
to darkness? Why do people doing evil deeds not want to come into the light? John said, “the 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” ( John 1:5). Why can the 
darkness and the world’s rejection of Jesus not succeed in putting out Christ’s light? ( John 
1:10-11; 3:19-21; the light reveals and scatters, or dispels, the darkness; People doing evil deeds 
don’t want their wickedness to be exposed. They want to continue to live in their wickedness 
because they love the darkness and are not repentant ( John 3:19). The darkness and rejection 
of Jesus will not put out Christ’s light because he is God, all powerful, and his plans and 
purposes cannot be thwarted.)
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DAY FOUR
Jesus Christ is the saving Word.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
John’s prologue introduces Jesus as the divine Word, the revealing Word, and finally as the saving 
Word. John says that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” ( John 20:31). Christ means Messiah, or 
Savior. Jesus the divine and revealing Word, also came into the world to be the saving Word.
To John’s original readers, most of whom were Greek, “the Word”, or Logos had great significance. 
This word was important in Greek philosophy. To John’s Greek-speaking readers. Logos meant not 
only “the Word” but also “the reason” for why things are and “the solution” to our problems. Greek 
philosophers asked what is the reason why the stars follow their course in the sky? What mind 
controls the seasons? What is the purpose or design to the world and human events? Their word 
for this reason was Logos, which our English Bibles translate as “the Word.” The Greeks asked what 
is the order, design, or reason for all things. Plato answered, “It may be that some day there will 
come forth from God a Word, a Logos, who will reveal all mysteries and make everything plain.” 
John seized on this idea and said to his readers: “The very thing that has most occupied your 
philosophers and which you have sought—the Logos of God—has come to earth as a man, and 
we have seen him” (Boice, 1999, p. 1:35). John’s point is one that we need to hear today. Life does 
not make sense until we meet Jesus. Peter realized this, saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have the words of eternal life” ( John 6:68).
An illustration shows what it means for Jesus to be the Logos as the Savior whom God sent to 
the world. The famous automobile-maker Henry Ford once had a breakdown on his assembly line 
that no one could fix. In desperation he called the man who had designed and built the factory, 
Charlie Steinmetz. Steinmetz showed up, tinkered for just a few minutes, threw the switch, and 
everything started running again. Days later Ford received a bill for $10,000, an exorbitant sum 
in those days. He wrote back, “Charlie, don’t you think your bill is a little high for just a little 
tinkering!” So Steinmetz sent back a revised bill: “Tinkering—$10. Knowing where to tinker—$9, 
990” (Hughes, 1999, p. 18).
Jesus came into the world knowing how to fix the world, for the simple reason that he made it. 
But Jesus came not just to do a little tinkering. Jesus fixed the world by shedding his own blood 
for our sins. And instead of presenting us a bill, he offers us the free gift of eternal life through 
faith in him. This is God’s Word—God’s answer and reason—that is revealed through Jesus Christ. 
This is why John celebrates the wonder of the Word that came as a light into the world’s darkness: 
“we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” ( John 
1:14). To believe in Jesus is to receive “his fullness,” including “grace upon grace” ( John 1:16). All 
the truth and grace that we will ever need in order to be saved is found in Jesus Christ. He is the 
saving Word whom God sent into the world to be our light.

QUESTIONS
1.	 What are some problems you see in the world? Do they seem too big for anyone to fix? 

Do the problems in your life seem to big to fix? Why does Jesus know how to solve these 
problems? (Answers may vary. Jesus made the world and knows how to fix the problems of 
the world. See Psalm 2; use various verses from Job 38 and 39; Romans 11:33-36; Colossians 
2:3; James 1:5)

2.	 How does believing Jesus and studying his Word help us to understand all of life better? Is 
there something about life that you now understand better as a result of studying this lesson 
about Jesus as “the Word”? (Answers will vary. Jesus is Creator God; in him all wisdom dwells.)
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3.	 What is God’s message to a world darkened in unbelief and condemned in sin? ( Jesus fixed 
the world by shedding his own blood for our sins. He offers the free gift of eternal life through 
faith in him. See John 3:16-18.)

DAY FIVE
Those who are born again receive Jesus as the Son of God and Savior and are to be his witnesses.

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
This opening prologue not only presents Jesus as the divine, revealing, and saving Word, but also 
emphasizes two of the most important themes that will recur in John’s Gospel. One of them is 
the importance of the Christian witness to Christ and his gospel. If Jesus is the saving Word, then 
his light must shine today and that happens through the testimony of believers. John notes the 
example of John the Baptist: “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came 
as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the 
light, but came to bear witness about the light” ( John 1:6-8). Part of what made John so great was 
that he knew that he was not himself the Savior, but merely one who could point others to Jesus. 
He did not tell people about himself but rather about who Jesus is and how Jesus saves by dying 
for our sins on the cross. This is what it means to be a witness for Jesus: to tell others what the 
Bible says about Jesus, with the aim that they will believe in him and be saved.
Even more important to the Gospel of John is the theme of faith in Jesus. The key to receiving 
the salvation he brought into the world is to believe the Bible’s testimony about Jesus and then 
personally to trust in him. There is no greater tragedy than what is recorded in John 1:10-11, that 
the very world that was made by Jesus was unable to recognize him because of sin. The Savior 
came, but the darkened world rejected and refused to receive him. But Christ nonetheless saves 
his people, as his truth enables them to believe by the power of God’s grace. John therefore gives 
the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus: “But to all who did receive him, who believed 
in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the 
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” ( John 1:12-13).
John says that those who believe the message about Jesus, receiving him as Son of God and 
Savior, are born again. This means they have received a new nature that enables them to believe. 
This new nature comes not from natural birth (“not of blood”) or by the exercise of our own wills 
(“nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man”), but as the free gift of God’s grace. Believing 
enables us to know God through Jesus Christ, to live in the light of Jesus’ truth and grace, and 
to come into our own relationship with God as beloved children. Therefore, from this start of his 
Gospel, John summons you not only to read and learn about Jesus. You must also receive him as 
God’s Son and as the “Word” who brings forgiveness and new life. John shows us our great need: 
to know God and become his children through the grace of Jesus Christ. All this will be yours as 
we study John’s Gospel, if you receive him in faith, believing in God’s Word.

QUESTIONS
1.	 What does it mean to be a witness to Jesus? What must you tell people about him? What is 

your aim of being a witness for Jesus? From where should you get your facts and information 
about Jesus? How does studying God’s word help you to be a good witness? Have you ever 
told someone about Jesus? What did you say? What was the response? (Answers will vary. 
Point people to Jesus instead of to yourself. Christians must believe in the full deity of Jesus. 
Tell how Jesus saves by dying for our sins on the cross. The aim is that they will believe in him 
and be saved. The facts about Jesus are in the Bible. Study God’s Word so you will learn about 
Jesus and are able to tell others about him.)
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2.	 In John 1: 11-12, faith is described as a “receiving” of Jesus. What do you think it means to 
“receive” Jesus? What truths must you believe to have faith that saves you from your sin and 
gives you new life? Have you received Jesus? John says that faith results not “of blood” or of 
“the will of man,” but “of God.” What do you think this means? How is faith given by God? 
(Answers will vary. Faith is believing what the Bible says about Jesus and personally trusting 
in him. The truths you must believe are found in the Word of God. Jesus is God and has come 
into the world to save sinners. We are sinners dead in our sins and separated from God. We 
cannot save ourselves. We need a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who died in our place and took 
the penalty for our sins, for all who believe and put their trust in him. Because of God’s gift of 
faith we are born again of God and given life in Christ. We become his adopted children. Faith 
is not “of blood” or of “the will of man”—we can do nothing to save ourselves—we are not 
born Christians, we cannot will to be Christians, it is an act of God who gives us faith by his 
grace to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith is given by God as a gift.)

3.	 John states that by receiving Jesus by faith, we become “children of God” ( John 1:12). If we 
were not children of God before believing in Jesus, what was our relationship with God? 
What blessings does a good Father provide to his children? How is this different from the 
way that other religions teach people to think of God? What has it meant to you to be a 
child of God through faith in Jesus? (Before believing in Jesus Christ we were separated from 
God, children of the devil, living in darkness. . .Ephesians 2:1-3. The blessings of being God’s 
children: Ephesians. 2:4-10, forgiveness of sin, peace with God, call God “Father”, eternal life, 
every spiritual blessing, Holy Spirit, assurance, security, fruits of Spirit. . .Other religions: God 
is distant, not personal, unloving, volatile, stern, changeable, temperamental, must earn his 
favor, angry. . .)
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DAY ONE
Introduction to the gospel of John

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-18
The Gospel of John is one of the world’s true treasures. It contains many of the sayings most 
memorable and blessed to God’s people. John is so simple that children memorize their first 
verses from its pages and so profound that dying adults ask to hear it as they pass from this 
world.
This Gospel does not name its author. Nonetheless, we can be sure the apostle John wrote it, both 
from internal and external evidence. The gospel claims to be written by an eyewitness to and 
disciple of Jesus ( John 21:24). Its author identifies himself as Jesus’ “beloved disciple,” who is the 
apostle John ( John 13:23; 19:26). The early church believed John wrote this gospel and this view 
is backed up by every ancient document that talks about the authorship of John. Most scholars 
believe that John wrote the gospel perhaps as late as the a.d. 90’s, in order to provide material 
missing from the other three Gospels and to complement them with a “spiritual gospel” (Eusebius, 
1965, p. 192). Moreover, as Christianity spread beyond the Jewish to the Gentile world, John wrote 
to make the Christian message more easily understood by the Greek mind. John himself tells us 
that his primary purpose was evangelistic: “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name” ( John 20:31).

QUESTIONS
1.	 What impressed you the most when you read the first eighteen verses of John? (Answers may 

vary.)
2.	 Which verse did you find the most difficult to understand? (Answers may vary.)
3.	 John is often called the “spiritual gospel.” What do you think that phrase means? How do the 

first eighteen verses differ from the beginnings of the other three Gospels? ( John explains the 
meaning of things that happened and is more theological. Matthew and Luke begin with the 
birth of Jesus and John explains the meaning of his birth.)

DAY TWO
Jesus, the divine Word

SCRIPTURE
John 1:1-3
John’s prologue begins by declaring that Jesus is the divine Word. Throughout the Bible, God’s 
Word accomplishes God’s will. In the creation account, God spoke and things came into existence. 
He said, “Let there be light” (Genesis 1:3), and the Word made light. Jesus is the one who comes 
to do God’s will on earth, just as he did in the original creation. John writes: “All things were made 
through him, and without him was not anything made that was made” ( John 1:3). The reason 
Jesus can do these things is that he is himself God.
John emphasizes the full deity of Jesus by beginning the gospel with his eternal origin. Beyond 
his birth in Bethlehem and his miraculous conception in Mary, John gives us a glimpse of Jesus in 
his eternal existence at the beginning of all things. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God” ( John 1:1). This has been a vital statement in the church’s 
fight with false teachers who deny Jesus’ full deity. John tells us that when creation “was made” 
and time and matter began, Jesus already “was” just as Genesis 1:1 declares the eternal existence 
of God, the Father. In the clearest terms, John states Jesus’ deity: “the Word was God” ( John 1:1).
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John also emphasizes the distinct personhood of Jesus. He adds, “the Word was with God” ( John 
1:2), that is, he is a distinct person with a relationship to God. The Bible teaches that there is one 
God in three persons (this is the doctrine of the Trinity). Some false teachers state instead that 
God is only one person, who manifests himself in different ways: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But 
John says that the Word was “with God,” which means that there are two persons involved (the 
Bible also shows the Holy Spirit as a third divine person). A single person can be by himself, but 
he is never with himself! In this way, John insists that “the Word” is a distinct divine person: “the 
Word was with God.” It is hard to understand how there can be only one God but three distinct 
persons in that God, but it is verses like this that cause us to believe it. When John speaks of “the 
Word,” he means God the Son, Jesus Christ, who eternally lives in relationship with and does the 
will of God the Father.
While John 1:1-3 provides an important statement of Jesus’ deity, the Bible’s teaching of this 
doctrine does not rely only on these verses. In John 1:18, the apostle states this truth again, 
describing Jesus as “the only God who is at the Father’s side.” At the end of the Gospel, John 
explained what we must believe about Jesus to be saved: “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God” ( John 20:31). Christians must believe in the full deity of Jesus. This is the Christian 
confession, which John wants to make clear at the very beginning of his Gospel. Jesus is not 
merely God-like, but he is God the Son, eternally blessed in fellowship with God the Father. Martin 
Luther, a leader in the Protestant Reformation, wrote of John 1:1-3: “This text is a strong and valid 
attestation of the divinity of Christ. . .Everything depends on this doctrine. It serves to maintain 
and support all other doctrines of our Christian faith. Therefore the devil assailed it very early in 
the history of Christendom, and he continues to do so in our day” (Luther, 1957, p. 19).

QUESTIONS
1.	 Read Psalm 33:6, Colossians 1:15-17, and Hebrews 1:1-3a. What phrases in these verses affirm 

John’s statement that: “All things were made through him”? What phrases in Colossians and 
Hebrews speak of Jesus’ continuing work in creation? (“By the word of the Lord the heavens 
were made.”; “For by him all things were created,”; “through whom also he created the 
world.” Colossians and Hebrews state that Jesus sustains the universe.)

2.	 Have you encountered teaching that opposes Jesus’ deity? What are some of the ways in 
which John teaches the truth about the deity of Jesus in his prologue? ( John identifies the 
Word as Jesus in verse 14; John says the Word was God in verse 1; John calls Jesus “the only 
God” in verse 18.)

3.	 What other proofs can you find from the Bible to show that Jesus is truly God? (The many 
miracles Christ preformed; his giving life to the dead; his own resurrection all attest to his 
divinity.)

DAY THREE
John the Baptist’s witness about the Word as light

SCRIPTURE
John 1:4-8
John’s prologue teaches that Jesus came as light and revealed darkness. John said, “In him was 
life, and the life was the light of men” ( John 1:4). Light serves to reveal, especially when things 
have been hidden in darkness. John 1:5 says of Jesus, “The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” This means that Jesus came to reveal God to a world that did not 
know him. Before Christ came, the world was in darkness, not knowing God or his salvation. Jesus 
came as a light, to give mankind the knowledge of the glory of God. People willfully reject God’s 
light because of the darkness of sinful desires. John’s Gospel will show that the opposition to 
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Jesus was so intense that the religious leaders of his day did everything they could to keep that 
light from shining. Finally, they crucified Jesus in order to put out his light. But because he was 
innocent this failed.
This opening prologue not only presents Jesus as the divine Word and as light, but also 
emphasizes two of the most important themes that will recur in John’s Gospel. One of them is 
the importance of the Christian witness to Christ and his gospel. John notes the example of John 
the Baptist: “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to 
bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light” ( John 1:6-8). Part of what made John so great was that he knew 
that he was not himself the Savior, but merely one who could point others to Jesus. He did not tell 
people about himself but rather about who Jesus is and how Jesus saves by dying for our sins on 
the cross. This is what it means to be a witness for Jesus: to tell others what the Bible says about 
Jesus, with the aim that they will believe in him and be saved.

QUESTIONS
1.	 Why did the Jewish people, even the religious leaders, reject Jesus? (Answers may vary.)
2.	 What is it about darkness that hates and seeks to oppose God’s light? Do you have experience 

with family or friends rejecting Jesus, despite a clear and persuasive witness? John said, “The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” ( John 1:5). Why does 
the world’s opposition not succeed in putting out Christ’s light? (Opposition to Jesus will not 
succeed because Jesus is God.)

3.	 John the Baptist was “a witness about the light” ( John 1:7) who was sent by God. How do 
individual Christians follow John’s example in shining Christ’s light into the dark world. How 
does John’s example teach us about witnessing to Jesus (see John 1:7-8, 15)? ( John’s witness 
teaches us to talk about Jesus and the gospel not about ourselves and our own experiences.)

DAY FOUR
Jesus, the saving Word

SCRIPTURE
John 1:9-13
John taught that Jesus revealed God to the entire world, that Jesus is the light that “enlightens 
everyone” ( John 1:9). This does not mean, however, that everyone is saved simply because Jesus 
has come into the world. Sadly, the record of this Gospel will show that many people, even 
among Jesus’ fellow Jews, who possessed the Old Testament and its pictures of Jesus, actually 
rejected him. Nonetheless, Jesus really did come to reveal the Father to the whole world. John 
means by this that Jesus brings the message of salvation to every kind of person, without 
distinction on the basis of race, language, gender, or social status. Jesus is God’s Word for the 
educated and uneducated, both of which will appear in John’s Gospel. Jesus came to show God 
to the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to the weak, and to both the Jews and to the 
Gentiles. This says that it does not matter who you are or what your background is, Jesus is the 
light who came into the darkness of this world to shine the saving truth about God to you.
It is a great tragedy when people reject the light of Jesus, but John tells us that this happened 
in the past and will continue to happen now: “He was in the world, and the world was made 
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not 
receive him” ( John 1:10-11). The very world that was made by Jesus was unable to recognize him 
because of sin. The Savior came, but the darkened world rejected and refused to receive him. 
Notice that the reason people “did not know” Jesus is that they “did not receive him.” John’s Gospel 
teaches that nothing is more revealing about this world than how it responds to Jesus. But the 
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same is true of each individual. If we read John’s Gospel and do not receive Jesus in faith, this only 
shows how great is the darkness within us! What could be more condemning than to hate and 
reject the light that God has shined into our world? To reject Jesus is to reject God, and therefore 
to come under God’s judgment for rebellious unbelief.
But Christ nonetheless saves his people, as his truth enables them to believe by the power 
of God’s grace. John says that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” ( John 20:31). Christ means 
Messiah, or Savior. Jesus the divine Word, came into the world to be the saving Word. John 
therefore gives the good news of salvation through faith in Jesus: “But to all who did receive him, 
who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” ( John 1:12-13).

QUESTIONS
1.	 In John 1:11-12, faith is described in terms of “receiving” Jesus. What does this mean? Have you 

received Jesus? How did that happen? (Answers may vary.)
2.	 John states that by receiving Jesus in faith, we become “children of God” ( John 1:12). What 

blessings does a good Father provide to his children? What has it meant to you to be a child of 
God through faith in Jesus? (Answers may vary.)

3.	 What encouragement did you receive from John 1:9-13? (Answers may vary.)

DAY FIVE
Jesus, the revealing Word

SCRIPTURE
John 1:14-18
Jesus came to reveal God by living among us as a man. This is John’s emphasis in saying, “The 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” ( John 1:14). This refers to 
the incarnation of Christ. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem. But he 
did not come into existence then, having always been the divine Word with the Father. Rather, in 
Jesus’ virgin birth, the eternal Son of God took up a true human nature. Christ’s incarnation means 
that God the Son added a human nature to himself without losing any of his deity. Paul says, “In 
him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). It was therefore as a man, 
in the flesh, that Jesus revealed God by living among mankind. This is the marvel that Christians 
declare: God has become man! Jesus reveals God’s glory in his perfect character, his wonderful 
teaching, and his mighty acts of healing and saving grace. Later in the Gospel, Jesus says, 
“Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” ( John 14:9). Because he is God, Jesus reveals God. 
Moreover, Jesus possesses the power of God’s grace actually to enable sinners to believe. This is 
why John says, “we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 
truth” ( John 1:14), and “the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus 
Christ” ( John 1:17). Jesus not only provides us with information about God, but he grants grace, 
through faith, to know God and be saved.
One way in which John’s prologue presents Jesus as the Savior has to do with the significance of 
the phrase, “the Word”, to John’s original readers, most of whom were Greek. We have seen how 
his statement that Jesus is “the Word” points back to his presence with God at the creation of all 
things. But the word that John uses, Logos, was also one of the most important words in Greek 
philosophy. To John’s Greek-speaking readers, Logos meant not only “the Word” but also “the 
reason” for why things are and “the solution” to our problems. Greek philosophers asked what is 
the reason why the stars follow their course in the sky? What mind controls the seasons? What 
is the purpose or design to the world and human events? Their word for this reason was Logos, 
which our English Bibles translate as “the Word.” The Greeks asked what is the order, design, or 
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reason for all things. Plato, one of the most well known Greek philosphers, answered, “It may 
be that some day there will come forth from God a Word, a Logos, who will reveal all mysteries 
and make everything plain.” John seized on this idea and said to his readers: “The very thing that 
has most occupied your philosophers and which you have sought—the Logos of God—has come 
to earth as a man, and we have seen him” (Boice, 1999, p. 1:35). John’s point is one that we need 
to hear today. Life does not make sense until we meet Jesus. Peter realized this, saying, “Lord, to 
whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life” ( John 6:68).
Jesus came into the world knowing how to fix it, for the simple reason that he made it. Jesus 
fixed the world by shedding his own blood for our sins. He offers us the free gift of eternal life 
through faith in him. This is God’s Word—God’s answer and reason—that is revealed through 
Jesus Christ. John says that those who believe the message about Jesus, receiving him as Son of 
God and Savior, are born again. This means they have received a new nature that enables them 
to believe. This new nature comes not from natural birth (“not of blood”) or by the exercise of 
our own wills (“nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man”), but as the free gift of God’s 
grace. Believing enables us to know God through Jesus Christ, to live in the light of Jesus’ truth 
and grace, and to come into our own relationship with God as beloved children. Therefore, from 
this start of his Gospel, John summons you not only to read and learn about Jesus. You must also 
receive him as God’s Son and as the “Word” who brings forgiveness and new life. John shows us 
our great need: to know God and become his children through the grace of Jesus Christ. All this 
will be yours as we study John’s Gospel, if you receive him in faith, believing in God’s Word.

QUESTIONS
1.	 If John’s description of Jesus as “the Word” means that he brings God’s reason and solution to 

the world, what solution does Jesus bring? How does believing Jesus and studying his Word 
help us to understand all of life better? (Answers may vary.)

2.	 How will knowing that Jesus is God make a difference in the way you read John’s Gospel? 
(Reading about the life of Jesus teaches us what God is like.)

3.	 Sing, “Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki Hymnal What phrases in the hymn remind you of John’s 
prologue? What have you learned from the prologue that makes you understand just how 
“fair” Jesus is? (Answers may vary.)



John
ADULT LESSON

LESSON 1: JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD
Days One and Two
Read John 1:1-18.
The Gospel of John is one of the world’s true treasures. It contains many of 
the sayings most memorable and blessed to God’s people. John is so simple 
that children memorize their first verses from its pages and so profound that 
dying adults ask to hear it as they pass from this world.
This Gospel does not specify its author’s name. Nonetheless, we can be 
sure of its composer, both from internal and external evidence. John claims 
to be written by an eyewitness and disciple of Jesus (John 21:24). Its 
author identifies himself as Jesus’ “beloved disciple,” who is the apostle 
John (John 13:23; 19:26). The early church affirms this view. Irenaeus, 
the second century bishop who knew people who personally knew John, 
attests that John “the disciple of the Lord,” wrote this Gospel in Ephesus, 
and his view is backed up by every ancient document that addresses this 
subject (Irenaeus, 1999, 1:414). Most scholars believe that John wrote 
perhaps as late as the a.d. 90’s, in order to provide material missing from 
the other three Gospels and to complement them with a “spiritual gospel” 
(Eusebius, 1965, p. 192). Moreover, as Christianity spread beyond its 
original Jewish bounds, John wrote to make the Christian message more 
accessible to the Greek mind. John himself tells us that his primary purpose 
was evangelistic: “These are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in his name” 
(John 20:31). 
John’s Gospel begins with a prologue (John 1:1-18) that introduces Jesus as 
God’s son and presents the main themes of this book. Like the other Gospel 
writers, John wants us to understand that Jesus is God made flesh—the very 
God who became truly man. Matthew and Luke approached this doctrine 
by explaining the virgin birth. But John gives a theological explanation for 
Jesus’ coming into the world, beginning with his eternal origin before the 
creation of all things: “In the beginning was the Word” (John 1:1). 
John’s prologue begins by declaring Jesus as the divine Word. The opening 
verse mirrors the way the Old Testament began: “In the beginning, God 
created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). John places Jesus where 
we expect God: “In the beginning, God;” “In the beginning was the 
Word.” By describing Jesus as “the Word,” John emphasizes that Jesus 
is the one who comes into the world to reveal God. Also, throughout the 
Bible, God’s Word accomplishes God’s will. In the creation account, 
God spoke and things came into existence. He said, “Let there be light” 
(Genesis 1:3), and the Word made light. Jesus, then, is the one who comes 
to do God’s will on earth, just as he did in the original creation. John writes: 
“All things were made through him, and without him was not anything 

PASSAGE
JOHN 1:1-18

MEMORY VERSE
“AND THE WORD 
BECAME FLESH AND 
DWELT AMONG US, 
AND WE HAVE SEEN 
HIS GLORY, GLORY 
AS OF THE ONLY SON 
FROM THE FATHER, 
FULL OF GRACE AND 
TRUTH” (JOHN 1:14).

DOCTRINAL FOCUS
THE DEITY OF CHRIST, 
THE PERSONHOOD 
OF THE TRINITY, THE 
INCARNATION OF 
CHRIST, CHRIST AS 
GOD’S REVEALER, 
SALVATION THROUGH 
FAITH IN CHRIST, 
AND BELIEVERS AS 
CHILDREN OF GOD

CATECHISM
QUESTION: WHAT 
IS FORBIDDEN 
IN THE FIRST 
COMMANDMENT? 
ANSWER: THE FIRST 
COMMANDMENT 
FORBIDS THE DENYING, 
OR NOT WORSHIPING 
AND GLORIFYING, THE 
TRUE GOD AS GOD, 
AND OUR GOD; AND 
THE GIVING OF THAT 
WORSHIP AND GLORY 
TO ANY OTHER, WHICH 
IS DUE TO HIM ALONE.
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made that was made” (John 1:3). The reason Jesus can do these things is that he is himself God.
John emphasizes the full deity of Jesus by showing his eternal origin. Beyond his birth in the Bethlehem 
manger and his miraculous conception in Mary’s virgin womb, John gives us a glimpse of Jesus in his 
eternal existence at the beginning of all things. “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God” (John 1:1). This was a vital statement in the church’s fight with false 
teachers who denied Jesus’ full deity. The fourth century heretic Arius, for instance, argued that while 
Jesus was God-like in many ways, he was still less than God, still a created being. But John tells us, 
instead, that when creation “was made” and time and matter began, Jesus already “was.” In the clearest 
terms, he states Jesus’ deity: “the Word was God” (John 1:1). 
Some false teachers argue that since John does not include the definite article before the word “God,” 
he only means that Jesus is “a god,” that is, a god-like creature. They argue that if John wanted to teach 
Jesus’ deity he would have added “the” before “God.” This teaching fails to realize that in the Greek 
language, a second article “the” is not necessary when it has already occurred in the sentence. By 
writing, “the Word was God,” John was saying that “the Word was the God.” Moreover, John does not 
use the Greek word that means “like God” (theios), but rather the word for God himself (theos). His 
meaning is none other than that Jesus, the Word, eternally was and is truly God.
John also emphasizes the distinct personhood of Jesus. He adds, “the Word was with God” (John 1:2), 
that is, he is a distinct person with a relationship to God. The Bible teaches that there is one God in three 
persons (this is the doctrine of the Trinity). Some false teachers state instead that God is only one person, 
who manifests himself in different ways: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But John says that the Word was 
“with God,” which means that there are two persons involved (the Bible also shows the Holy Spirit as 
a third divine person). A single person can be by himself, but he is never with himself! In this way, John 
insists that “the Word” is a distinct divine person: “the Word was with God.” It is hard to understand how 
there can be only one God but three distinct persons in that God, but it is verses like this that cause us to 
believe it. When John speaks of “the Word,” he means God the Son, Jesus Christ, who eternally lives in 
relationship with and does the will of God the Father.
While John 1:1-3 provides an important statement of Jesus’ deity, the Bible’s teaching of this doctrine 
does not rely only on these verses. In John 1:18, the apostle states this truth again, describing Jesus as 
“the only God who is at the Father’s side.” At the end of the Gospel, John explained what we must 
believe about Jesus to be saved: “that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). Christians  
must believe in the full deity of Jesus. Thus when Thomas stopped doubting and believed in Jesus  
after his resurrection, Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” (John 20:28). This is the  
Christian confession, which John wants to make clear at the very beginning of his Gospel. Jesus is  
not merely God-like, but he is God the Son, eternally blessed in fellowship with God the Father.  
Martin Luther therefore wrote of John 1:1-3: “This text is a strong and valid attestation of the divinity 
of Christ. . .. Everything depends on this doctrine. It serves to maintain and support all other doctrines 
of our Christian faith. Therefore the devil assailed it very early in the history of Christendom, and he 
continues to do so in our day” (Luther, 1957, p. 19).
Since Jesus is the divine Word, John also emphasizes that he is the revealing Word. John said, “In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men” (John 1:4). Light serves to reveal, especially when things 
have been hidden in darkness. John 1:5 says of Jesus, “The light shines in the darkness.” This means 
that Jesus came to reveal God to a world that did not know him. Before Christ came, the world was in 
darkness, not knowing God or his salvation. But Jesus came as a light, to give mankind the knowledge 
of the glory of God. Because only Jesus comes from heaven, he is the only true and perfect revelation 
of God; “No one has ever seen God; the only God who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known” 
(John 1:18).
Jesus came to reveal God by living among us as a man. This is John’s emphasis in saying, “The 
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Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory” (John 1:14). This refers to the 
incarnation of Christ. Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary in the stable at Bethlehem. But he did not come 
into existence then, having always been the divine Word with the Father. Rather, in Jesus’ virgin birth, 
the eternal Son of God took up a true human nature. Christ’s incarnation means that God the Son added 
a human nature to himself without losing any of his deity. Paul says, “In him the whole fullness of the 
deity dwells bodily” (Colossians 2:9). It was therefore as a man, in the flesh, that Jesus revealed God by 
living among mankind. When John says that Jesus “dwelt among us,” he uses a word that referred to the 
tabernacle in the Old Testament. This was the tent in which God dwelt among Israel during the exodus 
and where he revealed his Word to Moses. Just as God showed his glory to Israel by dwelling among 
them in the tabernacle, Jesus reveals God’s glory to the entire world by taking up the human nature as a 
tent or dwelling and then by actually living in our world. This is the marvel that Christians declare: God 
has become man! The tabernacle in the exodus revealed God’s glory with a cloud of fire and smoke, 
but Jesus reveals God’s glory in his perfect character, his wonderful teaching, and his mighty acts of 
healing and saving grace. Later in the Gospel, Jesus says, “Whoever has seen me has seen the Father” 
(John 14:9). Because he is God, Jesus reveals God. Moreover, Jesus possesses the power of God’s grace 
actually to enable sinners to believe. This is why John says, “we have seen his glory, glory as of the only 
Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14), and “the law was given through Moses; grace 
and truth came through Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). Jesus not only provides us with information about 
God, but he grants grace, through faith, to know God and be saved.
John further emphasizes that Jesus revealed God to the entire world. He says that Jesus is the light that 
“enlightens everyone” (John 1:9). This does not mean, however, that everyone is saved simply because 
Jesus has come into the world. Sadly, the record of this Gospel will show that many people, even among 
Jesus’ fellow Jews, who possessed the Old Testament and its pictures of Jesus, actually rejected him. 
Nonetheless, Jesus really did come to reveal the Father to the whole world. John means by this that 
Jesus brings the message of salvation to every kind of person, without distinction on the basis of race, 
language, gender, or social status. Jesus is God’s Word for the educated and uneducated, both of which 
will appear in John’s Gospel. Jesus came to show God to the rich and to the poor, to the powerful and to 
the weak, and to both the Jews and to the Gentiles. This says that it does not matter who you are or what 
your background is, Jesus is the light who came into the darkness of this world to shine the saving truth 
about God to you.
It is a great tragedy when people reject the light of Jesus, but John tells us that this happened in the past 
and will continue to happen now: “He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the 
world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him” (John 1:10-11). 
Notice that the reason people “did not know” Jesus is that they “did not receive him.” The problem of 
unbelief is a willful rejection of God’s light because of the darkness of sinful desires. John’s Gospel 
will show that the opposition to Jesus was so intense that the religious leaders of his day did everything 
they could to keep that light from shining. Finally, they crucified Jesus in order to put out his light. But 
because of his deity, this failed. John says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it” (John 1:5). John’s Gospel teaches that nothing is more revealing about this world than 
how it responded to Jesus. But the same is true of each individual. If we read John’s Gospel and do 
not receive Jesus in faith, this only shows how great is the darkness within us! What could be more 
condemning than to hate and reject the light that God has shined into our world? To reject Jesus is to 
reject God, and therefore to come under God’s judgment for rebellious unbelief.
John’s prologue introduces Jesus as the divine Word, the revealing Word, and finally as the saving Word. 
John says that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” (John 20:31). Christ means Messiah, or Savior. 
Jesus the divine and revealing Word, also came into the world to be the saving Word.
One way in which John’s prologue presents Jesus as the Savior has to do with the significance of the 
“the Word” to John’s original readers, most of whom were Greek. We have seen how his statement that 
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Jesus is “the Word” points back to his presence with God at the creation of all things. But the word that 
John uses, Logos, was also one of the most important words in Greek philosophy. To John’s Greek-
speaking readers, Logos meant not only “the Word” but also “the reason” for why things are and “the 
solution” to our problems. Greek philosophers asked what is the reason why the stars follow their course 
in the sky? What mind controls the seasons? What is the purpose or design to the world and human 
events? Their word for this reason was Logos, which our English Bibles translate as “the Word.” The 
Greeks asked what is the order, design, or reason for all things. Plato answered, “It may be that some 
day there will come forth from God a Word, a Logos, who will reveal all mysteries and make everything 
plain.” John seized on this idea and said to his readers: “The very thing that has most occupied your 
philosophers and which you have sought—the Logos of God—has come to earth as a man, and we have 
seen him” (Boice, 1999, p. 35). John’s point is one that we need to hear today. Life does not make sense 
until we meet Jesus. Peter realized this, saying, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of 
eternal life” (John 6:68).
An illustration shows what it means for Jesus to be the Logos as the Savior whom God has sent to the 
world. The famous automobile-maker Henry Ford once had a breakdown on his assembly line that 
no one could fix. In desperation he called the man who had designed and built the factory, Charlie 
Steinmetz. Steinmetz showed up, tinkered for just a few minutes, threw the switch, and everything 
started running again. Days later Ford received a bill for $10,000, an exorbitant sum in those days. He 
wrote back, “Charlie, don’t you think your bill is a little high for just a little tinkering!” So Steinmetz 
sent back a revised bill: “Tinkering – $10. Knowing where to tinker – $9, 990” (Hughes, 1999, p. 18).
In that same way, Jesus came into the world knowing how to fix it, for the simple reason that he made 
it. But Jesus came not just to do a little tinkering. Jesus fixed the world by shedding his own blood for 
our sins. And instead of presenting us a bill, he offers us the free gift of eternal life through faith in him. 
This is God’s Word—God’s answer and reason—that is revealed through Jesus Christ. This is why John 
celebrates the wonder of the Word that came as a light into the world’s darkness: “we have seen his 
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). To believe in Jesus 
is to receive “his fullness,” including “grace upon grace” (John 1:16). All the truth and grace that we 
will ever need in order to be saved is found in Jesus Christ. He is the saving Word whom God sent into 
the world to be our light.
This opening prologue not only presents Jesus as the divine, revealing, and saving Word, but also 
emphasizes two of the most important themes that will recur in John’s Gospel. One of them is the 
importance of the Christian witness to Christ and his gospel. If Jesus is the saving Word, then his light 
must shine today and that happens through the testimony of believers. John notes the example of John 
the Baptist: “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear 
witness about the light” (John 1:6-8). Part of what made John so great was that he knew that he was not 
himself the Savior, but merely one who could point others to Jesus. He did not tell people about himself 
but rather about who Jesus is and how Jesus saves by dying for our sins on the cross. This is what it 
means to be a witness for Jesus: to tell others what the Bible says about Jesus, with the aim that they will 
believe in him and be saved. 
Even more important to the Gospel of John is the theme of faith in Jesus. The key to receiving the 
salvation he brought into the world is to believe the Bible’s testimony about Jesus and then personally 
to trust in him. There is no greater tragedy than what is recorded in John 1:10-11, that the very world 
that was made by Jesus was unable to recognize him because of sin. The Savior came, but the darkened 
world rejected and refused to receive him. But Christ nonetheless saves his people, as his truth enables 
them to believe by the power of God’s grace. John therefore gives the good news of salvation through 
faith in Jesus: “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become 
children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of 
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God” (John 1:12-13). 
John says that those who believe the message about Jesus, receiving him as Son of God and Savior, are 
born again. This means they have received a new nature that enables them to believe. This new nature 
comes not from natural birth (“not of blood”) or by the exercise of our own wills (“nor of the will of 
the flesh nor of the will of man”), but as the free gift of God’s grace. Believing enables us to know God 
through Jesus Christ, to live in the light of Jesus’ truth and grace, and to come into our own relationship 
with God as beloved children. Therefore, from this start of his Gospel, John summons you not only 
to read and learn about Jesus. You must also receive him as God’s Son and as the “Word” who brings 
forgiveness and new life. John shows us our great need: to know God and become his children through 
the grace of Jesus Christ. All this will be yours as we study John’s Gospel, if you receive him in faith, 
believing in God’s Word.
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Day Three
1.	 Psalm 33:6 says, “By the word of the Lord the heavens were made.” How did God’s Word create the 

heavens and the earth? When John describes Jesus as “the Word,” what does this say about Jesus’ 
role in accomplishing God’s will? How did Jesus accomplish God’s will when he came to earth? 
Read Psalm 107:20. How does God’s Word not only bring creation but also salvation? 

2.	 What are some of the ways in which John teaches the deity of Jesus in this prologue? Why is it so 
necessary to believe that Jesus is truly God? Have you encountered teaching that opposes Jesus’ 
deity? If so, how does this passage show the truth that Jesus is God’s true Son? What other proofs 
can you find from the Bible to show that Jesus is truly God? 

3.	 John says that he saw “the glory of God” in Jesus. This can be seen as a working definition of a 
Christian. How have you seen God’s glory in the Bible’s teaching of Jesus? When John says “we 
have seen his glory,” he uses a word that means personal contact and interaction (John 1:14). He did 
not see Christ’s glory from afar but close up as a disciple. How has this been your experience as a 
follower of Jesus? What can you do to know Christ better and more clearly see his glory? 

Days Four and Five
1.	 As “the Word,” Jesus reveals God to the world. When we consider the way that Jesus lived, the way 

he treated people, and his reverence for his heavenly Father, what does this show us about God? 
How might you use the life and work of Jesus to help other people know what God is like?

2.	 John the Baptist, sent by God, “came as a witness, to bear witness about the light” (John 1:7). Who 
does God send today to witness about Jesus? What is the role of the church in giving a testimony to 
Jesus? What is the calling of pastors in preaching the gospel? How do individual Christians follow 
John’s example in shining Christ’s light into the dark world. How does John’s example teach us 
about witnessing to Jesus (see John 1:7-8, 15)?

3.	 Why did the Jewish people reject Jesus? What is it about darkness that hates and seeks to oppose 
God’s light? Do you have experience of people rejecting Jesus, despite a clear and persuasive 
witness? John said, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it” (John 
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1:5). Why does the world’s opposition not succeed in putting out Christ’s light? 

Days Six and Seven—For the Staff Meeting
1.	 Sing, “Fairest Lord Jesus,” Rafiki Hymnal.
2.	 If John’s description of Jesus as “the Word” means that he brings God’s reason and solution to the 

world, what solution does Jesus bring? How does believing Jesus and studying his word help us to 
understand all of life better? What is God’s message to a world darkened in unbelief and condemned 
in sin?

3.	 Define the word faith. Are there truths that we must believe in order to have saving faith? What 
is our heart’s attitude to Jesus if we believe in him? In John 1:11-12, faith is described in terms of 
“receiving” Jesus. What does this mean? Have you received Jesus? How did that happen? John says 
that faith results “not of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 
1:13). How is faith given by God? What is the role of God’s Word in bringing faith to life?

4.	 John states that by receiving Jesus in faith, we become “children of God” (John 1:12). If we were 
not children of God before believing in Jesus, what was our relationship with God? What blessings 
does a good Father provide to his children? How is this different from the way that other religions 
teach people to think of God? What has it meant to you to be a child of God through faith in Jesus?
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JOHN LESSON 1: JESUS, THE WORD OF GOD
PASSAGE:
John 1:1-18

MEMORY VERSE: 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from 
the Father, full of grace and truth” ( John 1:14).the Father, full of grace and truth” ( John 1:14).the Father, full of grace and truth”

DAY ONE: READ JOHN 1:1.
Principle/Lessons: John’s Gospel introduces Jesus as God’s Son. John shows that Jesus is God made flesh—the 
very God who became truly man. John begins with Jesus’ eternal origin before the creation of all things ( John 
1:1). Throughout the Bible, God’s Word accomplishes God’s will. God created the world by his word. John shows 
that Jesus has come to reveal God and accomplish his will. 
Questions: When John calls Jesus “the Word,” what does this say about Jesus? 

DAY TWO: READ JOHN 1:1-5.
Principle/Lessons: John writes, “the Word was with God” ( John 1:2), that is, he is a distinct person with a “the Word was with God” ( John 1:2), that is, he is a distinct person with a “the Word was with God”
relationship to God. The Bible teaches that there is one God in three persons (the doctrine of the Trinity). John 
also emphasizes that he is the revealing Word. John said, “In him was life, and the life was the light of men”
( John 1:4). Light reveals what has been hidden in darkness. John 1:5 says of Jesus, “The light shines in the 
darkness.” Jesus came to reveal God to a world that did not know him.darkness.” Jesus came to reveal God to a world that did not know him.darkness.”
Questions: How does John teach the deity of Jesus? Why is it necessary to believe that Jesus is God?

DAY THREE: READ JOHN 1:1-15.
Principle/Lessons: Jesus came to reveal God by living as a man. “The Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us, and we have seen his glory” ( John 1:14). This refers to the incarnation of Christ. Jesus was born of the Virgin 
Mary in Bethlehem. But he did not come into existence then. He always has been the divine Word with the 
Father. In Jesus’ virgin birth, the eternal Son of God took up a true human nature.
Questions: How, like John, have you seen God’s glory in the Bible’s teaching of Jesus?

DAY FOUR: READ JOHN 1:1-18.
Principle/Lessons: John was writing to a Gentile Greek audience. The Greek word John uses to describe 
Jesus as the “Word” is Logos. To John’s Greek-speaking readers, Logos meant not only “the Word” but also “the 
reason” for why things are and “the solution” to our problems. Jesus came into the world he created as God’s 
solution to the problem of sin, which is at the root of every problem on earth.
Questions: How does believing Jesus and studying his Word help us to understand all of life better?

DAY FIVE: READ JOHN 1:1-18.
Principle/Lessons: Jesus came to carry out God’s will by giving his own life to take the penalty for our sins. He 
came as the Word of power to give people the gift of faith to receive salvation and become children of God. 
No longer would those who received him walk in darkness, but in the light of God.
Questions: How do you become a “child of God”?

DEVOTIONAL POINTS: 
John’s Gospel teaches the deity of Christ, the personhood of the Trinity, the incarnation of Christ, Christ as God’s 
revealer, salvation through faith in Christ, and believers as children of God.

CATECHISM: 
Question: What is forbidden in the first commandment?
Answer: The first commandment forbids the denying, or not worshiping and glorifying, the true God as God, 
and our God; and the giving of that worship and glory to any other, which is due to him alone.
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